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Synopsis

This revised and expanded Third Edition adds three important post-Walden essays, "Slavery in
Massachusetts," "Walking," and "Wild Apples," bringing the full scope of Thoreau’s mature powers
to twenty-first-century readers. The texts are accompanied by explanatory annotations, Thoreau’s
survey of Walden Pond, and the 1852 Walling map of Concord village and its environs. As a unique
feature, the Third Edition includes generous excerpts from Thoreau’s journal, reprinted by special
arrangements with Princeton University Press from the definitive edition of his writings. Spanning
the years 1845-54, these selections vividly display Thoreau’s intensive exploration of his local
landscape; the fusion of literary and natural history field work that informs Walden, "Walking," and
"Wild Apples"; and the growth of his environmental imagination. & ceReviews and Posthumous
Assessmentsa « for this edition collects eight new reviews of Thoreau’s antislavery and late
environmental essays as well as of Walden. To the influential portraits of Thoreau by Ralph Waldo
Emerson and James Russell Lowell, the Third Edition adds John Burroughs’s "Another Word on
Thoreau," his response to them and to his great predecessor. & *Recent Criticisma ¢ includes
eighteen selections of the best historical, political, philosophical, poststructuralist, and environmental
criticism of Thoreau’s writing since the mid-twentieth century. To classic pieces by E. B. White, Leo
Marx, Barbara Johnson, and Stanley Cavell, the Third Edition adds essays by nine new
contributors, among them Laurence Buell, Laura Dassow Walls, Evan Carton, Robert A. Gross,

Albert J. von Frank, Steven Fink, and William Rossi. A Chronology of Thoreau’s life and work, new

to the Third Edition, and an expanded and updated Selected Bibliography are also included. 1 map
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Customer Reviews

WALDEN has rarely been out-of-print since its first publication in 1854. Copies come in all sizes,
shapes and price ranges. Today’s Thoreauvians have three ANNOTATED versions of WALDEN to
choose from. Each one provides same-page explanatory notes that help the reader interpret the
sometimes esoteric references in Henry David Thoreau’s original text. The three books are "The
Annotated Walden" (edited by Philip Van Doren Stern, 1970), "Walden: An Annotated Edition"
(edited by Walter Harding, 1995), and "Walden: A Fully Annotated Edition" (edited by Jeffrey S.
Cramer, 2004). Each one has at least one map of Concord and/or Walden Pond. Each one has its
strengths and weaknesses. Each one has appeal for a devoted audience."Walden: A Fully
Annotated Edition" by Jeffrey S. Cramer was released in August 2004, coinciding with the 150th
anniversary of the original publication date. Cramer is the curator of collections for The Thoreau
Institute and therefore has access to some of the best primary and secondary source material
available -- including Walter Harding’s notes. In addition to the text of WALDEN, this volume
includes a few "extras": an introduction to Thoreau’s life but only as it applies to his cabin stay and
WALDEN writing; a bibliography; notes on the text; and a detailed index. The explanatory notes --
the essence of an annotated edition -- are quite extensive. They are set off from the WALDEN text
with page-within-a-page graphic detailing and are easy to read. Cramer did not merely merge Van
Doren Stern’s and Harding’s previous notes with those from David Gorman Rohman’s dissertation.
His analysis at times echoes that of Harding, but when it does, Cramer often goes one step further

with a definition or citation.
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